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HIGHER EMPLOYER SUPPORT PAYMENTS FOR DEFENCE HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Employers of health professionals may be entitled to payments as high as $5600 a week when they release their employees for Australian Defence Force Reserve service. Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, approved an increase to health professional Employer Support Payments (ESPs) this week.

When a health professional serves part-time in the Navy, Army or Air Force Reserves, they are making a substantial contribution to Australia’s national defence. They are also picking up both professional and general skills, and gaining from experiences that are quite different from those they normally encounter in their civilian health positions.

To encourage employer support for part-time service in the Reserve, the Federal Government launched the Employer Support Payment Scheme in 2001. This scheme currently pays employers $1035.90 per week (after an annual two-week qualifying period) when their Reservists are absent on Defence service. Self-employed Reservists can also qualify.

Health professionals play an extremely important role in all Australian Defence Force (ADF) overseas deployments, training exercises and other activities, hence the decision to pay higher Employer Support Payments when these personnel serve.

Payments may be as high as $5600 a week for many health specialists, while nursing categories are set at $3150 a week. Payments can be backdated to the first day of absence from the Reservist’s civilian workplace. For a hospital nurse undertaking a six-month deployment to Iraq, this can mean more than $80,000 in Employer Support Payments that the hospital can use to hire replacement nurses to cover the absence, or use for any other expenditure that it wishes.

When a Reservist health professional is employed in more than one employment arrangement - for instance, a doctor employed in a public hospital but also exercising a right of private practice - both the doctor and the hospital may claim Employer Support Payments. Director of the Employer Support Payment Scheme, Mr Doug Stedman, said almost $2 million had been expended over the past two years on payments relating to health professionals.

“We have had particularly strong responses from anaesthetists, general surgeons and general practitioners, as well as from hospitals employing intensivists and intensive care nurses. Many other specialisations, more than 30 in all, are covered under the scheme.”

For further information on the higher level payments for health professionals under the Employer Support Payment Scheme, see the Employer Support Payment section of the new Defence Reserves website at www.defence.gov.au/reserves (look under ‘Claims under CDF Capability Provisions’), phone the Employer Support Payment Scheme help line on 1800 803 485 or email esp@defence.gov.au.

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence's monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link: http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html
DISCIPLINES AND PAYMENT RATES 
	Discipline
	Rate
	Discipline
	Rate

	Anaesthetist
	$4,500 per week
	Dentist
	$4,500 per week

	Dermatologist
	$5,600 per week
	Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist    
	$5,600 per week

	Emergency Medicine Specialist   
	$4,500 per week
	General Physician
	$4,500 per week

	General Practitioner
	$4,500 per week
	General Surgeon
	$5,600 per week

	Intensivist
	$5,600 per week
	Neurosurgeon
	$5,600 per week

	Obstetrician and Gynaecologist  
	$5,600 per week
	Ophthalmologist
	$5,600 per week

	Orthopaedic Surgeon
	$5,600 per week
	Paediatrician
	$4,500 per week

	Pharmacist
	$2,350 per week
	Physiotherapist
	$2,350 per week

	Psychiatrist
	$4,500 per week
	Psychologist
	$2,350 per week

	Public Health Physician
	$4,500 per week
	Radiographer
	$2,350 per week

	Radiologist
	$5,600 per week
	Scientific (laboratory) Officer      
	$2,350 per week

	Tropical Medicine Specialist
	$4,500 per week
	
	

	Accident and Emergency Nurses
	$3,150 per week
	Aeromedical Evacuation Nurses
	$3,150 per week

	Intensive Care Nurses
	$3,150 per week
	Mental Health Nurses
	$3,150 per week

	Midwives
	$3,150 per week
	Paediatric Nurses
	$3,150 per week

	Perioperative Nurses
	$3,150 per week
	Registered General Nurses
	$3,150 per week
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